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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 21-24 and 45- 60 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 1 1 
May 2006. 

Applicant's election of claims 1-20 and 25-44 in the reply filed on 1 1 May 2006 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-2, 6-9,25-26 and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hashimoto e al (5,758,009). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 14, Hashimoto discloses a personal versatile recording 
apparatus (110), Fig. 1) comprising: 

means for programming said personal versatile recording apparatus (Fig. 1 , 
column 1, lines 5-13, column 2„lnes 43-65) ) record a selected event (0016); and 

means for recording said selected event, wherein said selected event is recorded 
in its entirety despite the occurence of a schedule change or an overrun of the selected 
event (column 1 lines 50 to column 2,liine 15, column 3, line 45 to column 4 line 
531 Olmnsection 0097, 0016-0018) . 

Regarding claim 2, Hashimoto further teaches the means for programming 
said personal versatile recording apparatus is a user interface ( section 0016). 

Regarding claim 6, Hashimoto further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim I, wherein data produced by an electronic programming guide server 
is used by said personal versatile recording apparatus to determine the starting time 
and the ending time for recording said selected event, said data being updated in near- 
real-time (column 1 , lines 5-45) , the user can using time information to set recording 
start time an end time . 

Regarding claim 7, Hashimoto further the recording of said selected event 
beginning at a first time that is immediately before said starting time and ending at a 
second time that is immediately after said ending time since the user can control and 
set the time for recording . 

Regarding claim 8, Hashimoto further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 7, wherein said first time and said second time being determined in 
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near-real-time by said updated data produced by said electronic programming guide 
server (col. 2, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 9, Hashimoto further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 7, wherein the portion of said selected event that has been recorded 
before said first time and after said second time is deleted from the recording since the 
user can control erasing any portion of the recorded program . 

Method claim 25-26 and 30-33 correspond to apparatus claims 1-2 and 6-9. 
Therefore method claims 25-26 and 30-33 are rejected by the same reasons as 
applied to apparatus claims 1-2 and 6-9. 

4. Claims 1-9,14,16-17, 25-33 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Akamasu et al (2003/0106071). 

Regarding claims 1 and 14, Akamasu discloses a personal versatile recording 
apparatus (110), Fig. 1) comprising: 

means for programming said personal versatile recording apparatus to record a 
selected event (0016); and 

means for recording said selected event, wherein said selected event is recorded 
in its entirety despite the occurence of a schedule change or an overrun of the selected 
event (section 0097, 0016-0018) . 

Regarding claim 2, Akamasu teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said means for programming said personal versatile 
recording apparatus is a user interface ( section 0016). 
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Regarding claim 3, Akamasu further teaches that the personal versatile 
recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said personal versatile recording apparatus 
includes means for registering with an electronic programming guide server so that said 
personal versatile recording apparatus is notified by said electronic programming guide 
server when said selected event has ended (sections 0097,0017). 

Regarding claim 4, Akamasu teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 3, wherein upon completion of said selected event, said electronic 
programming guide server sends at least one multicast message to said personal 
versatile recording apparatus to notify said personal versatile recording apparatus that 
said selected event has ended. 

Regarding claim 5, Akamasu further teaches upon completion of said selected 
event, said electronic programming guide server broadcasts the end time for said 
selected event regardless of the time said personal versatile recording apparatus has 
been instructed to record said selected event (section 0013-1106). 

Regarding claim 6, Akamasu further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim I, wherein data produced by an electronic programming guide server 
is used by said personal versatile recording apparatus to determine the starting time 
and the ending time for recording said selected event, said data being updated in near- 
real-time (sections 0013-0018). 

Regarding claim 7, Akamasu teach the personal versatile recording apparatus 
of claim 6, wherein: 
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the recording of said selected event beginning at a first time that is immediately before 
said starting time and ending at a second time that is immediately after said ending time 
(sections 0013-0015). 

Regarding claim 8, Akamasu further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 7, wherein: 

said first time and said second time being determined in near-real-time by said updated 
data produced by said electronic programming guide server (section 0013- 0017) . 

Regarding claim 9, Akamasu further teaches the personal versatile recording 
apparatus of claim 7, wherein the portion of said selected event that has been recorded 
before said first time and after said second time is deleted from the recording since the 
user can control erasing any portion of the recorded program . 

Method claim 25-33 correspond to apparatus claims 1-9. Therefore method 
claims 25-33 are rejected by the same as applied to apparatus claims 1-9. 

Regarding claims 16 and 39, Akamasu further teaches the personal versatile 
recording apparatus of claim 14, wherein said another peripheral device comprises one 
of an FM tuner, a CD player, a DVD player, and an MP3 player (Fig. 1) . 

Method claims 38-39 correspond to apparatus claims 14 and 16 . Therefore 
method claims 38-39 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claims 
Hand 16. 

Regarding claim 17 , Akamasu to disclose a personal versatile recording 
apparatus comprising: 
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a personal recording apparatus programmed to record a selected event and for 
recording said selected event, 

said personal recording apparatus being incorporated into a wireless home network 
(Fig. 1 sections 0097,0163-0167). 

Method claim 40 corresponds to apparatus claim 17 . Therefore method claim 40 
is rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 17. 

5. Claims 18 , 20, 42 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Inoue (2005/0198214). 

Regarding claims 18 and 20 , Inoue discloses a personal versatile recording 
apparatus comprising: 

means for programming said personal versatile recording apparatus to record a 
selected event (Figs. 1-4) ; and 

means for recording said selected event, said selected event is music, said music 
conforming to a listener profile (section 0299). 

Method claims 42 and 44 correspond to apparatus claims 18 and 20. Therefore 
method claims 42 and 44 are rejected by the seam reason as applied to apparatus 
claims 18 and 20 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 10-13 and 34-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Akamasu in view of Akira (JP 61-17241). 

Regarding claims 10-13 , Akamasu does not teach a tag having an event start 
indication and an event end indication is included within an information stream 
corresponding to said selected event. 

Akira teaches a tag having a having an event start indication and an event end 
indication is included within an information stream corresponding to said selected event. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Akamasu 
with Akira by providing a tag having an event start indication and an event end 
indication as taught by Akira as an alternative method for controlling recording the 
event. 

Method claims 34-37 correspond to apparatus claims 10-13 Therefore method 
claims 34-39 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claims 10-13 

8. Claims 15 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Akamasu in view of Thomason (6,317,039). 

Regarding claims 15 and 41, Akamasu does not teach using a wireless 
headphone. However it is noted that using a wireless headphone with a network is well 
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known in the art as taught by Thomason (Fig. 4) . It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Akamasu with Thomason by using a wireless 
headphone with the system of Akamasu when needed. 

9. Claims 19 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overlnoue in view of the Official Notice. 

Regarding claims 19 and 43, Inoue fails to specifically teach using a compact 
disk for storing music . However, it is noted that using a compact disk for storing 
music is well known in the art. Therefore Official Notice is taken and it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Inoue by using a CD as an 
alternative to the medium of Inoue for recording music. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



H.N 




